
Orleans County Fair Open Sheep Show 
 

Sunday September 13th, 2026 / 1pm 

Superintendent: Kellie Jenkins, UVM 4-H Educator, (802) 323-9718 

 
The Orleans County Fair Sheep Show is open to all youth and adult exhibitors—4-H membership is not required. Youth 

exhibitors will compete together in the Youth Show, while adults and youth may also participate in the Open Show. 

Current 4-H members will “Step Forward” and receive an additional 4-H placing within their respective classes, 

giving 4-H youth the opportunity for recognition while keeping the show welcoming and open to everyone.  

 

All animals shall enter Gate B (back gate located off Park Street). Passes will be provided to exhibitors prior to Sunday 

arrival. Entry forms are due by August 22nd, 2026. Sheep shall arrive by 10am on Sunday. Sheep will be housed on the 

camper side of the Oxen Barns behind barn 5. 

 

Sheep Fitting and Showmanship Class  

All youth exhibitors must show in Fitting and Showmanship. Exhibitors are required to be cleanly and neatly dressed. 

Acceptable attire includes black, khaki or white pants and a white button shirt or collared white shirt. Shirts may not 

include any logos or advertising. Youth Exhibitors are required to fit their own animal. 

1. Senior: 14-18 years of age, as of January 1, 2026. 

2. Junior: 9-13 years of age, as of January 1, 2026 

3. Novice: 8-13 years of age, as of January 1, 2026 (no prior show experience) 

4. Peewee: 5-7 years of age, as of January 1, 2026 (non-competitive) 

Hair Breeds: Katahdin, Dorper, St. Croix, All other Breeds 

Meat Breeds: Suffolk, Hampshire, Dorset, Southdown, Cheviot, Oxford, Tunis, All other Breeds 

Wool Breeds: Romney, Corriedale, Merino, Jacob, Dutch Spotted, Finnish Landrace, All other Breeds 

 

Breed Class 

5. Ram Lamb - born September 1, 2025 – May 1, 2026 

6. Champion Ram (Rosette Ribbon Only) 

7. Ewe Lamb – born September 1, 2025 – May 1, 2026 

8. Yearling Ewe – born September 1, 2024 – August 31, 2025 

9. Champion Ewe (Rosette Ribbon Only) 

10. Exhibitor’s Flock – One Ram and Two Ewes 

11. Pair of Lambs – Two lambs of either sex 

12. Pair of Ewes – Two Lamb Ewes, Two Yearling Ewes, OR One Ewe Lamb and One Yearling Ewe 

13. Market Lamb – Market lambs of either sex and wether lambs that are born before May 1, 2026. Ram lambs, or 

ewe lambs and must have the required identification. A lamb entered in this class may not compete in any other 

lamb class. If enough entries are received, the class will be divided into weight groups. All lambs must be closely 

shorn within two weeks before the fair. 

14. Best Fleece 

15. Sheep & Wool Lead Line Showcase – Exhibitor (youth or adult) leads the sheep around the ring while wearing an 

accessory or outfit entirely made from wool. Judging on appearance, coordination and use of wool, properly fitted 

and presented sheep, how well the animal is exhibited, overall presentation and knowledge of the sheep/wool.  

 

Premiums:  

Blue / $20   Red / $8    

White / $5 


